
 

 
 

LCI RECEIVES FIRST AIRBUS HELICOPTERS H175 
AND PLACES ON LEASE WITH CHC 

 
 

18th December, 2017 - Lease Corporation International (LCI), the aviation division of the 

Libra Group, has taken delivery of its first Airbus Helicopters H175 aircraft and placed it on 

lease with CHC. 

 

The aircraft will be based out of Aberdeen, Scotland, supporting oil and gas production 

activities in the North Sea.  

 

Crispin Maunder, Executive Chairman of LCI, says: “This is an important day for LCI as we 

take delivery of this excellent, new generation helicopter. The H175 is now becoming 

established as a proven and versatile aircraft which efficiently is serving the growing oil and 

gas sector around the world.  

 

“We are delighted to be accepting our first H175 from Airbus Helicopters, building on LCI’s 

long-established working relationship with the Airbus Group covering almost $1.5 billion in 

new deliveries to date.” 

 

Michael Platt, Chief Executive Officer of LCI, says: “We believe that the new CHC is well 

positioned in the market and we are very pleased to be part of their re-fleeting and growth 

strategy. 

 

“With our extensive experience in placing helicopters for use in the oil and gas sector, we 

are confident we can add value to CHC’s operations in the long term.” 

 

The Airbus Helicopters H175 is a new generation 7.8 tonne, 16 passenger aircraft, in the 

super-medium category.  Its primary mission is to support off-shore oil and gas activities but 

it is also an excellent search and rescue (SAR) aircraft.   

 

The H175 is configured with the reliable and proven Pratt & Whitney PT-6 engines, a 

Helionix avionics suite with 4-axis autopilot, and fully certified to the latest FAR/JAR 29 

certification standards. 

 

 

 

 



“The addition of another H175 to our fleet in EMEA is another key step towards our goal to 

offer our customers a productive, safe and reliable fleet that can best meet the needs of our 

global customers,” said Karl Fessenden, President and Chief Executive Officer of CHC. “LCI is 

an experienced lessor when it comes to placing aircraft in the oil and gas sector and we are 

proud to partner with them on this new aircraft.” 

 

There are currently 18 H175 aircraft supporting oil and gas activities with an accumulated 

flying time exceeding 16,000 hours. 

 

Ben Bridge, Executive Vice President Global Sales at Airbus Helicopters, says: “The handover 

of LCI’s first H175, and the imminent start of operations with CHC, confirms the aptitude of 

this aircraft for the oil and gas market. From day one, passengers will benefit from the 

smooth and comfortable ride, whilst LCI and CHC will appreciate the efficiencies of the 

H175; not least its impressive cruise speed and its 140nm range with 16 passengers.” 

 

LCI’s helicopter fleet is currently made up of approximately 60 helicopters in service and on 

order. In addition to the Airbus Helicopters H175, it also includes the manufacturer’s H130 

helicopter, and Leonardo Helicopters’ AW139, AW169 and AW189 family. 

 

- Ends - 

 

Image captions 
 
LCI H175 image 1:  Taking delivery of LCI’s first Airbus Helicopters H175 aircraft (from left to 

right): Ben Bridge, Executive Vice President Global Sales at Airbus Helicopters, 
and Crispin Maunder, Executive Chairman, LCI 

 
LCI H175 images 2 & 3: LCI’s first Airbus Helicopters H175 
 
Image credit: Copyright: Thierry Rostang - Airbus Helicopters 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Charlie Hampton 
Pembroke Communications 
Tel: +44 (0)7884 187297 
E-Mail: charlie@pembrokeandrye.com 
 
 
About Lease Corporation International (LCI) 
Since its inception in 2004, LCI has acquired fixed wing and rotary aircraft with a value of around 
US$6 billion. LCI is owned by Libra Group (www.libra.com), an international business group with 30 
subsidiaries active in 35 countries across six continents. Libra Group’s subsidiaries are focused on six 
sectors: aviation, energy, finance and diversified, hospitality, real estate, and shipping. 
www.lciaviation.com 
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